




Q&A with SAM FISHER
2018 REC Scholarship Winner           

• HOMETOWN:  South Beloit, IL
• GRADUATED FROM:  Northern Illinois University     
• CURRENT EMPLOYER:  Fastenal

FORMER REC SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
GARNERS SUCCESS AFTER COLLEGE

Pictured here, Sam Fisher 
stands outside of a Fastenal 

manufacturing facility  where 
he is now employed. Sam, a 

2018 REC Scholarship recipient, 
graduated from Northern 

Illinois University in May 2021. 

ABOUT THE ROCK ENERGY SCHOLARSHIP
Rock Energy Cooperative has been o� ering scholarships to graduating high school seniors 
who enroll at an accredited school since 1989. Students whose parents or guardians are active 
members of REC are eligible. In other words, students can apply if their household receives 
electricity or natural gas from the co-op. Over the years, Rock Energy has awarded more than 
$142,000 in � nancial aid to deserving students.
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WATCH OUT FOR IN-PERSONWATCH OUT FOR IN-PERSON
UTILITY SCAMSUTILITY SCAMS

tility scammers go to great lengths to look the part for 
in-person scams. They may even be wearing clothing with 

the logo of your utility provider or holding offi  cial-looking 
documents. But if you are not expecting an in-person visit to 
your home from your provider, do not allow them to enter. 
Immediately contact your utility service to check if the person 
is authorized by the provider. In-person utility scammers tell a 
variety of stories to try to enter your home or property.

How do they scam? Here are a few ways:
• Equipment readings/replacement. The scammer 

may ask to come inside to “fi x” a meter or gather a 
reading and tell you that there is a fee for this service. 
However, this is a scam because all repair work should 
be scheduled in advance with your provider and should 
not come as a surprise.

• Home improvement off ers. Scammers may off er 
you free inspections or audits for your home, which 
may sound like a good deal. However, this is a scam 
because their “fi ndings” often times result in your 
having to purchase an expensive and unnecessary 
item, or they may be exploring your home to plan for a 
future break-in.

• Gas/water leaks. Scammers may approach your 
home and claim there is a major leak in the area and 
they need to come in and check to see if it is aff ecting 

your home. You should verify with your provider 
whether there is a leak. In emergency situations you 
may be contacted by your provider in advance of any 
employees appearing in the neighborhood.

Again, the scammers’ goal is often to steal your valuables 
immediately or gain information that will help them with future 
burglaries.

Call your utility before allowing any unscheduled entry.
Scammers may ask for personal information, including social 
security numbers, credit card information, and answers to 
personal questions, in order to commit identity theft. Do not 
provide any of this information to unscheduled visitors.

They may have things with them that look offi  cial. Here are 
some examples:

• Clipboards
• Utility badges
• Hard hat
• Magnetic vehicle stickers
• Handheld radio

It is easy for scammers to acquire such things, so always 
verify with your utility company, using the number on your 
bill, before answering questions or granting anyone entry to 
your home.

Source: Protect Energy Savers
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Energy Vampires can 
add 10% or more to 
electric bills

Plug “Energy Vampires” into smart power strips, or unplug items when 
not in use.   TOP ENERGY DRAINERS: TVs, Computers, Video Game Consoles, 

Microwaves, Printers, Cell Phone Chargers, Standby Co� ee Makers, 
Surround Sound Systems, and Satellite/Cable Boxes

DEMAND RATE CHANGE 
BEGINNING IN MARCH

Eff ective March 1, 2022, accounts subject to a 
monthly demand charge will see a price increase 
in the demand component. This is due to a 
proportional capacity price increase levied upon 
Rock Energy by our wholesale provider.  


