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Chairman of the Board

Shane Larson, 
Chief Executive Offi  cer

REPORT FROM:

Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Offi  cer

In 1936, a group of ordinary Wisconsin neighbors came together to solve a 
problem. Electricity was available in urban areas, but private power companies 
didn't see the opportunity to profi t by powering rural areas and farms. Rock 
Energy's founders created an electric cooperative, borrowed funds from 
the Rural Electrifi cation Administration, and began a legacy of service that 
continues today.

While we're proud to say we've been in business for 87 years, we recognize 
that our success is because generations of members and employees have 
focused on the future of our communities, instead of dwelling on the past. 
That's exactly what your directors and cooperative staff  are focused on today, as 
we face big challenges during these transformative times for the utility industry. 

Last year and now in 2023, we continue to face an entire set of new 
challenges, including a rise in infl ation, high natural gas costs, supply chain 
problems, and many more issues. Yet, despite any ongoing issues, you can be 
rest-assured that Rock Energy employees will always be here to make sure the 
lights are on for ALL of our members.

With that said, in this issue, we are providing you with important information 
about our upcoming annual meeting (April 24, 2023), along with a snapshot of 
our 2021 and 2022 cooperative business and fi nancial picture. We hope you can 
join us at our annual meeting on April 24!   

In closing, we are proud to say that we continue to be focused on serving you, 
our members, every day, while planning for an even brighter future.
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• Eclipse Center in Beloit. 

• Registration opens at 4:30 p.m. (day of event)
• Business only meeting begin at 5:30 p.m.

Other activities will include:
• 2023 REC Scholarship recipient recognition

• Director elections for districts 6, 7, and 8
• Prize giveaways
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To RSVP:   Call 866-752-4550 by April 17

87th Annual Meeting
Monday, April 24, 2023
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2022
IN REVIEW

SERVING OUR 
MEMBERS

SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY

ACE AWARD
Marian Trescher, a lifelong 
public servant whose 
commitment to community 
has had an exceptional impact 
on the electric cooperative 
world and beyond, was the 
recipient of the 2022 Ally of 
Cooperative Electrifi cation 
(ACE) award. 

GIVING BACK
Rock Energy awarded the South Beloit 
Fire Department with a grant that 
utilizes unclaimed capital credits to 
benefi t the community. From left to 
right: Shane Larson, Rock Energy CEO; 
Max Rude, Firefi ghter/Paramedic; David 
Palmer, former acting Fire Chief; Dave 
Phillip, Firefi ghter/Paramedic; and 
Clark Schoonover, Rock Energy Board 
Chairman.

ROCK ENERGY YOUTH
At the 2022 Youth Leadership Congress 
(YLC), two Rock Energy youth members, 
Samantha Hopkins and Emma Steinke 
(Alternate), were elected to the 2023 
board. Both Steinke and Hopkins will be 
heading to Washington DC to take part 
in the annual 2023 NRECA trip, and they 
will also be returning to YLC in 2023 as 
team leaders.

Emma SteinkeSamantha Hopkins

DAIRY BREAKFAST
The 2022 Rock County Dairy Breakfast 
was held June 4 at Glacier Edge Dairy 
Farm in Milton, on Rock Energy lines. 
Pictured above is the Metcalf family 
who operate the farm. From left to 
right, Lauren, Jane, Terry, Kristen and 
Corey. About 3,700 people stopped by 
to enjoy the food and festivities. Photo 
by Sara Willems

Pictured here, a 
Rock Energy crew 
replaces a power 
pole in a Rockton, 
IL neighborhood 
last November. This 
work, at times, is
necessary in order 
to ensure the 
reliability of energy 
for our members.
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Shane Larson, CEO
P.O. Box 1758, 2815 Kennedy Rd., Janesville, WI 53547

P.O. Box 126, 15229 Willowbrook Rd., South Beloit, IL 61080
866-752-4550

Jonas Berberich, Editor

86th Annual Meeting Minutes
Rock Energy Cooperative 86th Annual Meeting – 
September 19, 2022

Chairman Clark Schoonover welcomed all in attendance 
at the 86th annual meeting of Rock Energy Cooperative 
on Monday, September 19, 2022, at the Eclipse Center 
in Beloit, WI. He called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. 
A quorum was declared with 26 voting members in 
attendance. Introductions of the directors, CEO, and 
attorney were made.

The reading of the notice of the meeting was waived by 
unanimous consent. The minutes of the previous annual 
meeting were approved as printed. The year-end financial 
reports were printed in the September magazines and 
placed on their seats for review by those present.

Chairman Schoonover and CEO Larson reported on a 
shortened (business only) meeting again this year.  Larson 
stated a one-word description for the past year would 
by “Volatility”.  Natural gas has had a 300% increase in 
cost over the last 2 ½ years.  The supply chain has slowed 
anywhere from 6 months to 2 years for deliveries of 
necessary supplies. These factors have impacts on our 
rates. REC has a great team of employees and a terrific 
board doing what is right for the members. Chairman 
Schoonover thanked members for attending. He stated 
$1.2 million in capital credits was returned to members in 
2022. REC continues to do well financially.

Attorney Niles Berman conducted the election of 
directors.  The reading of the nominating committee 
minutes was waived by unanimous consent. The minutes 
were approved as printed in the magazines. 
The candidates were: 

• District 2: Marian Trescher, incumbent 
• District 4: Todd Thompson, absent this evening
• District 9: Wendell Boyer, incumbent 
Since all the candidates were uncontested, pursuant to 

the Bylaws a voice vote was taken. All three were elected 
unanimously.  

There was no unfinished business.
No new business was presented.
Two door prize drawings were awarded. The member 

winners received an $86 credit on their Rock Energy bill in 
honor of the 86th annual meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Marian Trescher, Secretary

Rock Energy Cooperative 
Nominating Committee Minutes 

February 7, 2023

The nominating committee of the Rock Energy 
Cooperative met at Cooperative Headquarters on 
February 7, 2023. The meeting was called to order at 
10:00 am.

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE:
Bill Fischer - Board Member
Shane Larson - CEO

Nominating Committee Members: 
Lora Conrad - District 6
Kenneth Malten - District 8
Penny Hansen - District 7
 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON:
A motion was made, seconded, and carried 

unanimously, to elect Penny Hansen as Committee 
Chairperson.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE SECRETARY:
A motion was made, seconded, and carried 

unanimously, to elect Lora Conrad as Committee 
Secretary.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE DUTIES:
CEO Larson reviewed cooperative policies dealing 

with board positions and nominations. A handout was 
provided mailed to each committee member outlining 
director duties and qualifications.

NAMES PLACED IN NOMINATION:
After discussion, the committee voted to place the 

following members in nomination at the 2023 Annual 
meeting:

• District 6: Clark Schoonover 
• District 7: Derik Roth 
• District 8: Ron Richards

Being no future business for the committee, the 
meeting adjourned at 10:30 am.

Lora Conrad, Committee Secretary

Nominating Committee Minutes
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Rock Energy Cooperative
April 24, 2023 • 5:30 p.m.

The order of business pursuant to the Bylaws shall 
be as follows:
   1. Call to Order. Quorum Determination   
   2. Reading of Notice of Meeting
   3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Annual 
        Meeting
   4. Reports of O�  cers, Directors, and Committees
   5. Election of Three (3) Directors
   6. Un� nished Business
   7. New Business
   8. Adjournment

Dated this 31st day of March, 2023.

Marian Trescher, Secretary, Rock Energy Cooperative

87th ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
Doors Open........................ 4:30 p.m.

Annual Meeting....................... 5:30 p.m.

Please note the following: 

• The event date is subject to change pending any unforeseen COVID-related mandates.

• This year’s event will be a business meeting only. 

• No dinner will be served, and there will be no kids’ activities.  

• Members must attend this meeting if they wish to vote on co-op business items. 

• Only one ballot per member will be issued at time of registration. 

• Proxy and absentee voting are not allowed.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the annual meeting 
of Rock Energy Cooperative will be held at the 
Eclipse Center, Beloit, Wisconsin, on Monday, 
the 24th day of April, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. for the 
purpose of transacting whatever business may 
lawfully come before it. 

Activities also include: 
   • 2023 REC Scholarship recipient recognition

   • Director elections for districts 6, 7, and 8
   • Prize giveaways



MEET YOUR DIRECTOR CANDIDATES

“As a past board member and president on the South Beloit Library Board and South Beloit Police and 
Fire Commission, and now with over eight years on the Rock Energy Board, my comfort level in 
shaping policies which best serve our members’ interests has grown tremendously. I have been 

honored to serve as board Chairman since September of 2021. This position of trust means a lot to me, 
and I � nd the job of leading such a � ne group of directors both honoring and humbling. Our members 

should feel both proud and comfortable with the highly competent and professional sta�  that 
handles the day-to-day operations of Rock Energy. I am proud of my association with these people, 

and I would feel very honored by being blessed to serve another term.”

CLARK SCHOONOVER

Clark Schoonover lives in South Beloit and has been a co-op member since 2007. 
He has served on the board since October 2014, when he was appointed to � ll a 
vacancy.

“I have learned a great deal about the energy distribution business as well as the 
co-op business model,” said Schoonover. “Each month the board is apprised of the 
� nancial and operational condition of the cooperative. I look forward to ensuring 
that Rock Energy continues to remain � scally strong, while providing safe and 
reliable service to our members.” 

Schoonover has taken the necessary classes to achieve Credentialed 
Cooperative Director, Board Leadership, and Director Gold ratings from the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. If re-elected, he said he will be committed to 
sustaining this achievement through continuous training.

Schoonover is a lifelong South Beloit resident and is a retired engineering test 
technician at Collins Aerospace (formerly Sundstrand), in Rockford, where he 
worked for almost 48 years.

DISTRICT 6   Beloit and Rock townships (WI)  /  Rockton Township (IL)

“During Bill’s time on the board, we had many talks about the electric 
industry. He took pride in being on the board and spoke fondly of the 

co-op. I would be honored to follow in his footsteps.”

Derik Roth lives in Plymouth Township with his wife, Cindy. Roth and his 
family have resided in the area for over 30 years. He has a Bachelor of Science 
degree from UW-Eau Claire. 

Roth has been retired for 4 years following a 31-year career with UPS. Roth’s 
father-in-law, Bill Dietsch, served on the Rock Energy board for two decades. He 
said he would like to build onto and continue his father-in-law’s faithful and 
successful service to the members as a director on the Rock Energy Board.

DERIK ROTH

DISTRICT 7   Newark and Plymouth Townships (WI)



MEET YOUR DIRECTOR CANDIDATES (continued)
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Districts up for election are:

• District 6: Beloit and Rock Townships 
   in Wisconsin and Rockton Township 
   in Illinois.

• District 7: Newark and Plymouth 
   Townships in Wisconsin.

• District 8: Avon, Spring Grove, 
   and Spring Valley Townships in 
   Wisconsin; and Durand, Laona,  
   Rock Grove, Rock Run, and 
   Shirland Townships in Illinois.

Ronald Richards lives in Davis, IL with his wife, Diana. He has been a Rock 
Energy Cooperative member since 2007, has served as a director on the board 
since 2011, and is currently the board treasurer.

Richards is a retired accountant with more than 40 years of business 
experience, about 20 years in the not-for-pro� t sector and the balance in 
manufacturing. He served nine years in the Indiana Army Nation Guard as 
company commander. He is an active member of Faith Community Church 
in Davis, IL.

During his twelve years of co-op service, Richards has completed the necessary 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association training to receive the 
Cooperative Director Certi� cate, Board Leadership Credentials, and Director Gold 
Program Certi� cate. In addition, he has served on the Scholarship, 
Legislative, and Purchasing Committees.RON RICHARDS

“I believe that as your representative on the board, and with my background in business and 
accounting, I can continue to assist in guiding Rock Energy into the future with strength and integrity, 

and provide quality service to our members. I would appreciate the opportunity to continue to serve as 
your representative from District 8.’’

Avon, Spring Grove, Spring Valley Townships (WI)  /
Durand, Laona, Rock Grove, Rock Run, Shirland Townships (IL)DISTRICT 8 



How can I get more information?
If you have any questions about natural gas safety, we would be happy to provide you with 
further information. Just call us at 866-752-4550. We also encourage you to visit these web sites 
to get more information about pipeline safety.

Rock Energy: www.rock.coop          Call 811: www.call811.com      
Diggers Hotline: www.diggershotline.com
JULIE (Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators): www.illinois1call.com
National Pipeline Mapping System: www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov

Recognizing a Gas Leak

Rock Energy Cooperative operates about 175 
miles of natural gas pipeline in northern Illinois 
with nearly 9,000 services. Our distribution system is 
regularly monitored and inspected for corrosion and 
leaks to ensure safe and reliable service. Please review 
the safety information in this ad so you can learn how 
to recognize a natural gas emergency, and take the 
appropriate action if an accident occurs.

What should you do if 
you suspect a gas leak?

If you smell the “rotten egg” 
smell of natural gas, you should 
do the following:

BY SMELL 
Gas providers add a chemical that makes 
natural gas smell like rotten eggs so any 
leaks can be easily detected.

BY SOUND
An unusual hissing, roaring, or whistling 
sound along a natural gas line or coming 
from an appliance might signify a leak.

BY SIGHT 
Unexplained dead grass, bubbling water, 
and blowing dirt near a meter or along 
the pipeline route are signs of a leak.

• Leave the area immediately and 
  call Rock Energy at 866-752-4550 
  from a safe location. Listen to the 
  prompts and press 1 to report 
  the outage.

• Do not use any type of phone in 
  the area of the potential leak, do 
  not turn any lights or appliances 
  on or o� .

• Do not open windows or doors 
  in an attempt to ventilate.

• Do not turn on any pilot lights.

• Stay outside until someone from 
  Rock Energy or another 
  professional responder arrives.

• Do not reenter the house until 
  cleared to do so.

For more information, 
check out the Rock 
Energy Natural Gas 
Safety video. Click 
on the QR Code 
here to view video.
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