Outages happen,

so please be patient.

Our line personnel work around 7,200 volts of electricity
in all kinds of weather conditions for sometimes days at a time.
Ignoring safety protocol to turn your power on faster can be deadly.
Rest assured that we're doing everything we can to restore
your power as quickly and safely as possible.

From your Touchstone Energy Cooperative

Rock Energy Cooperative

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative k’r
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Scholarship Winners Ready for

LIFE'S NEXT CHAPTER

iomedical engineer, broadcaster, chiropractor, dieti-
B cian, doctor, nurse, occupational therapist, pediatri-
cian, personal trainer, and pharmacist.

These are the career aspirations of the students who
will receive Rock Energy Cooperative Scholarships this
year. They possess the qualities that will help them
succeed in their college studies as well as in their future
professions.

They have participated in dozens of school clubs,
competed in sports, performed in band and choir, worked
on 4-H projects, and joined church groups. Even with all
those extra-curricular activities, they still found time to
volunteer with community organizations and work to help
fund their college educations.

A committee of co-op members met in February to
select 10 graduating seniors from our service territory to
receive $500 scholarships. Ask any of them, and they’ll tell
you it isn’t an easy task. A total of 48 students submitted
applications this year.

Since 1989, Rock Energy has awarded $107,000 in
financial aid to deserving students. Funds for the scholar-
ships come from unclaimed capital credits.

Here's a brief introduction to the winners:

Katie Chesebro, Milton High
School, plansto pursue a career
in sports news broadcasting,
communications, or business at
UW-Madison. She would like to
intern as a broadcaster with the
Big Ten Network and other news
stationsin the area.

“If I cannot find any special
internships, then | will focus on
communications as awhole and
go into a career involving public
speaking, organization, and ajob that lets me get out and meet
new people,” Katie said. “I enjoy public speaking, so every
chance | get | like to read scripture for church or talk in front
of my peers.”

Katie's volunteer activities include distributing food to
those in need through the Second Harvest Food Bank, helping
out at the Milton Youth Basketball concession stands to raise
money for the program, and serving as a Shepherd for the
Youth program at her church.

“I also have been involved in many extracurricular activi-
ties throughout my high school career while maintaining good
grades, attending sporting events to cheer on my classmates,
and keeping a steady job on top of everything,” she said. I
have been able to form skills including time management, or-
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ganization, and communication skillsthat | plan to continue to
grow throughout my life and will help me as I pursue further
education and search for a career.”

Brooke Gardner, Hononegah High
School, wants to major in exercise
science and minor in business. “I
plan to become a personal trainer
and coach people to become the
best versions of themselvesfor the
life they want to live,” she said.
“When the time comes, it is my
long-term goal to open a gym that
people can train at and use to be-
come stronger, leaner, or whatever
it is they want to achieve.”

Brooke represented Rock Energy on the 2018 Youth Tour
to Washington. “I learned so much in this weeklong trip to
D.C.,” shesaid. “I was able to make memories with new
friends and tour the capital of our country. Not only did I learn
so much about our country and its history, but also about our
co-op and the way it runs.”

She volunteers with the Northern Illinois Food Bank,
Rockford Sharefest, Stroll on State, and her church’s youth
ministry.

“I have worked very hard in my academics all throughout
my years of education, but also have made time to give back
to the environment and community,” Brooke said. “I believe I
demonstrate the qualities of a student who deserves this schol-
arship because of my passion to help others, make an impact
on the community, and serve.”

Ryan Gasser, Milton High School,
plans to attend UW-Madison and
major in biology with a minor in
chemistry to pursue a doctorate
degree in pharmacy and become a
pharmacist.

He has been active in the Mil-
ton 4-H Club and is a member of
thelce Age Trail Alliance’'s Rock
County chapter.

Ryan said that he and his fam-
ily are proud to be Rock Energy
members. “The co-op has intertwined itself in the community,
giving back to its members and community, showing that the
co-op takes pride in where it is located and genuinely wants
to make the community better,” Ryan said. “In a world with
multibillion-dollar corporations, we are thankful we are part of
a co-op that places a high value in our community.

“Just as your cooperative gives back to the community and
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its members, | have a history of giving back to my community
through service projects with my 4-H club and building and
maintaining hiking trails with the Ice Age Trail Alliance. I plan
on continuing to give back in my future new community of
Madison.”

Emily Goodger, Milton High
School, plans to attend Carroll
University in Waukesha and major
in biology with a premed emphasis
and a Spanish or chemistry minor.
Her career goal is to become a
doctor, but she hasn’t decided on
what specialty to pursue.

She has volunteered at Mercy
Health System, the Milton School
District, and the Milton Chamber
of Commerce. “As a volunteer, |
have to be able to take charge in tough situations,” she said.
“For example, for two years | organized the Milton Annual
Easter Egg Hunt. I had to help organize a group of people to
fill over 10,000 eggs as well as set up the event. It was import-
ant that | stayed very organized, making it the best experience
for all the community members.”

Emily said she appreciates that Rock Energy gives back to
the community. “This is very important to me because, as an
aspiring doctor, I want to give back to the community as much
as possible, so I try to support those who give back to the
community as well.

“I have worked very hard all throughout high school and
because of all my extracurricular activities and community
service, I’ve been able to make a huge impact on my commu-
nity. By receiving this scholarship, I will be able to complete
my goal of becoming a doctor and start the next chapter in my
life.”

Emily McCabe, Hononegah High
School, plans to attend St. Louis
University and major in occu-
pational therapy with a minor

in Spanish. “I am interested in
pursuing a career to help individ-
uals who struggle to live a normal
life, which is why | am particularly
interested in occupational therapy,”
she said. “I will obtain my master’s
degree in occupational therapy and
likely specialize in pediatrics and =
work in a school or children’s hospital as an OT.”

Emily said she appreciates that Rock Energy reinvests in
its members and community. She also likes that the co-op
refers to everyone as members rather than just customers and
provides benefits other than the expected energy service.

Her volunteer activities have included tutoring at Rockton
Grade School, coaching the local swim team, helping out at
the Northern Illinois Food Bank, and teaching faith formation
class at her church.
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“| deserve this scholarship due to my interest in helping
others with my career and clear dedication to my studies,”
Emily said. “My passion towards my field and work to help
others reveals itself through my numerous extracurricular
activities.”

Brenna Mullooly, Clinton High
School, plans to attend Viterbo
University in La Crosse and study
nutrition and dietetics. “I would
love to take these skills and find a
job working with children either
in a school setting or hospital set-
ting,” she said. “I am also excited
to learn about the many different
job opportunities this career has to
offer.”

While in high school, Bren-
na has participated in various sports and clubs. Her list of
community involvements is lengthy, including stuffing Easter
eggs for the Friends of Carvers Rock Park, making tie blankets
for Meadow Park Nursing Home, cleaning up Emerald Grove
Cemetery, working at a Christmas carnival for children of
incarcerated parents, helping at a prom for people with disabil-
ities, serving as a counselor for Youth Basketball Camp, and
volunteering at Van Buren Elementary School.

She said her older brother is a college freshman, and her
younger sister will go to college in three years. “When my
grandpa passed away from pancreatic cancer last year, my
mom left her teaching career to help my dad take over my
grandparents’ farming operation,” she said. “Any financial
support through scholarships would be greatly appreciated as |
hope to alleviate as much of this hardship from my parents as |
can.

“Higher education is very important to me. | have worked
hard in high school by taking honors, AP, and college
courses.”

_"

Morgan Stengel, Craig High
School, plans to major in nursing
and is especially interested in
emergency room work. While in
high school, she has performed in
the varsity show choir, traveled
to the White House to sing with
a group of upperclassmen, and
participated in various clubs. She
also has taken a certified nursing
assistant class.

“My career plans include work-
ing as a nurse for enough years to pay off my student debt,
then go back to school to be become a nurse practitioner,” she
said. “This will allow a broader scope of practice for me in the
medical field and will allow me to help more people. I want to
be a nurse because | have a passion for helping others above
myself, and I am intrigued by the medical field.”

Morgan said her family appreciates the reliability that Rock



http://www.icl.coop

Energy provides and the energy-saving tips in the monthly
newsletters. “I personally love how Rock Energy shows its ap-
preciation by offering Beloit Snappers game tickets and other
community events like pancake breakfasts,” she said. “Rock
Energy also helps the community through efforts like Project
Lift Up. This is an amazing thing which I think means a lot to
many families who can’t afford to keep their house warm in
the winter.

“I have worked so incredibly hard throughout my entire
high school career, both in school and out of school, when
people are watching me and when | am alone. | can’t wait to
work even harder in the next step of my life to get the chance

to help people in a great way.”
> b,

Rachel Strasser, South Beloit High
School, will attend the Universi-
ty of Minnesota-Twin Cities. “I
plan to get a bachelor’s degree in
biomedical engineering, possi-

bly going back to get a master’s
degree,” she said. “I want to work
with developing prosthetics, and
hopefully doing research while
still in college.”

During high school, she has
been involved in various clubs and
sports as well as being a peer tutor. In the community, she has
done volunteer work with the Northern Illinois Food Bank
and Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful. She also participates in
activities at her church and represented Rock Energy on the
2018 Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.

Rachel said she appreciates that Rock Energy returns
excess revenue to its members and provides a discount card so
members can save money on purchases.

“l have worked really hard to get where | am,” she said. “I
have pushed myself academically to be at the top of my class
and to pick where | continue my education. Socially, I strive to
be a role model for my school and community, always staying
involved at school, being one who staff can depend on, and
finding ways to get involved with volunteer work.”

Madi Vine, Parkview High School,
intends to major in biology at col-
lege and then go to medical school
to pursue her dream of being in
the medical field. Specifically, she
hopes to become a pediatrician.

In high school, she has been
involved in various sports and
clubs and was chosen to partic- ’
ipate in Badger Girls State. Her
volunteer activities have included
assisting with community blood K
drives, ringing bells for the Salvation Army, and helplng at the
American Legion.

“I have worked very hard throughout my high school
career, hoping that in the end it would all pay off through

something like this scholarship,” she said.

Madi recognizes the historic role the co-op played in light-
ing up the countryside. “Rock Energy provides the luxury of
having lights, heat, and power to those of us who don’t live in
town,” she said. “This gives us the ability to live in a beautiful
rural setting while still getting all the benefits that someone in
the city would get.”

Kyle Wille, Edgerton High School,
plans to double-major in kinesiol-
ogy/exercise science and pre-chi-
ropractic. “From there | hope to
get into chiropractic school,” he
said. “My dream job is providing
chiropractic as well as therapeutic
needs for patients.

In high school, he has partici-
pated in sports, band, and various
clubs. He also has volunteered
with the junior golf league and at
junior basketball tournaments and
camps.

“I have been a part of introducing the game of golf and
basketball to many kids throughout the community,” Kyle
said. “I have enjoyed watching many kids continue to grow
and improve throughout the years that they have gone through
our camps/programs.”

Kyle has been on church mission trips to Milwaukee and
Texas and will travel to Puerto Rico this summer. “These trips
have had a large impact on my life and drive me to continue
helping those in need,” he said.

CGhlagpy Gnater!

Rock Energy Cooperative offices will be closed
on Friday, April 19, in observance of Good
Friday. We will reopen at 7:30 a.m.
Monday, April 22. Members

can make payments in the drop
boxes at both offices throughout
the holiday weekend. Even
though our offices are
closed, crews
are always
available 24
hours a day.

If you need to
report a power
outage, please
call 866-752-4550.
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Committed to the job.
Committed to safety.
Committed to you,
our members.

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Streaming content with electronic
equipment that has earned the ENERGY
STAR® rating will use 25 to 30 percent less
energy than standard equipment.

Source: energy.gov

Shane Larson, CEO

P.O. Box 1758, 2815 Kennedy Rd., Janesville, WI 53547

P.O. Box 126, 15229 Willowbrook Rd., South Beloit, IL 61080
608-752-4550  866-752-4550

Barbara Uebelacker, Editor
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INSURANCE POLICIES COVER
LOSSES FROM POWER OUTAGES

Rock Energy Cooperative works diligently to make sure
your electricity and natural gas are there when you need it.
But like all things, nothing is 100 percent guaranteed.

Outages or voltage issues—whether triggered by a
storm, lightning, trees, equipment failure, animals, or
vehicles hitting power poles—can damage computer
equipment, TVs, and other appliances in your home. These
events are out of our control, and Rock Energy Coopera-
tive does not compensate for any damaged equipment.

However, most homeowner’s and business insurance
policies cover losses from interruptions caused by light-
ning, windstorms, and other sources. Make sure you’re
familiar with your policy and what is covered. Call your
agent if you’re not sure about your specific coverage.

You can help protect your own equipment by unplug-
ging it during a power outage and by installing surge
protection.

CAPITAL CREDITS
GENERALLY NOT TAXABLE

As tax time is approaching, Rock Energy Cooperative
members might be wondering if the capital credits they
receive are taxable.

Controller Dave Lancour said he believes that capital
credits generally are not taxable for individual members.
Whether your capital credit refund is taxable generally
depends on whether or not you claimed your energy bills
as a business expense, Lancour said.

For example, a farm or other business claiming 75
percent business use of their energy costs would have to
include 75 percent of the cash payment for the capital
credits when received as income. The non-business portion
is not subject to taxation.

Lancour suggested that members with specific ques-
tions should consult a tax adviser.

Rock ENERGY
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