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Lower your thermostat to add u

Did you know that lowering your thermo-
stat 2 degrees during a Midwest winter can
save almost $300 a year in heating costs?

You can manually adjust your thermostat or
invest in a programmable thermostat. At a cost
of $50 to $150, a programmable thermostat

That’s right. Turning your thermostat down  will pay for itself in less than a year.
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to 68 degrees instead
of 70 can result in a
$293 savings on a typi-
cal 2,262-square-foot
home in the southern
Wisconsin and northern
Illinois area, according
to Touchstone Energy
Cooperative’s “Togeth-
er We Save” campaign.

Rock Energy is
among 700 coopera-
tives participating in the
national drive to help
members save money
by lowering their en-
ergy bills.

Do you want to save

L

If you program the
thermostat so the tem-
perature increases to
a comfortable 68 de-
grees by the time you
get home, the only dif-
ference you’ll notice is
in the amount of your
monthly energy bill.

Also, remember that
your furnace runs best
when properly main-
tained. Change your
filter on a regular basis
and have your furnace
serviced once a year to
make sure it is running
efficiently.
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even more money? Try turning your ther- More than a dozen other energy-efficiency
mostat down 10 to 15 degrees when no one web applications linked to a virtual home tour
is home. If you set your thermostat at 55 to are available at www.togetherwesave.com.

60 degrees for the eight hours or so when the So far, Rock Energy members who visited
house is empty, you can save 5 to 15 percent a the site learned that they could save more than
year on your heating bill, the U.S. Department  $7,000 by taking small steps to lower their en-
of Energy reports. ergy bills.

Save the Date!
74th Annual Meeting
Monday, March 29

Nearly 700 REC members, guests, and friends
gathered at the Eclipse Center in Beloit
for last year’s annual business meeting and dinner.

Plan to join us for this year’s event!

Watch for details in this newsletter, your monthly
Rock Energy magazine, and at www.rock.coop.

Thermostat myths

» Myth: It will cost more to heat
up your house after lowering
the temperature.

e Truth: The furnace runs lon-
ger as it warms up the house,
but it didn’t operate at all when
set at the lower temperature.

» Myth: If you set the thermo-
stat to a higher temperature,
the house will warm up faster.

e Truth: The thermostat turns
the furnace on and off, but
doesn’t control how much heat
is produced.

» Myth: You can save money by
turning your thermostat down
and then heating rooms with
electric space heaters.

* Truth: Space heaters use more
energy and cost more to oper-
ate than the amount saved by
turning down your thermostat.




Rock Energy Cooperative sponsored students Tyler Long, left, of
Orfordville and Matt Valenti of Rockton during the 2009 trip to
Washington, D.C. They are pictured outside the U.S. Supreme Court

building.

High School Juniors Can Apply
for Youth Tour to Washington

If you know a high school ju-
nior who is curious about how
government works and wants
to learn more about the political
process, encourage them to ap-
ply for the Electric Cooperative
Youth Tour.

Rock Energy Cooper-
ative will sponsor two
high school juniors on
the June 11-18 trip
to Washington, D.C.

They will join more

than 1,000 students

from across the nation

as they meet with congres-
sional representatives, tour his-
toric sites, and receive informa-
tion that might help determine
their career paths.

This year marks the 51% trip
and promises to be as exciting as
ever.

On the bus trip to the nation’s
capital, students will establish
their own cooperative, learning
the principles required to own

and sell soda and chips.

Applicants must be chil-
dren of Rock Energy members
and reside in the co-op’s ser-
vice territory. The weeklong,
all-expense-paid tour includes

transportation, lodging,

meals, and admis-

sion to all events.

Round-trip travel

is by motor coach

from Springfield,

., to Wash-

ington. Travel to

Springfield is not
included.

Interested students should
write a letter explaining their in-
terest and mail it to Rock Energy
Cooperative Youth Tour, P.O.
Box 1758, Janesville, WI 53547.
The deadline is Feb. 15.

If you have questions, please
call Barbara Uebelacker, com-
munications specialist, at (608)
752-4550 or (866) 752-4550 or
email her at BarbU@rock.coop.

P.O.Box 1758
2815 Kennedy Rd.

Get
Connected

Check out these great deals offered with
your Co-op Connections Card.

Video Corner — Beloit, WI — (608) 365-0966
Sales and service of car stereos, remote car starters, heated seats,
cruise control, car alarm systems, window tints: home and auto.

20% Off Cruise Control Purchase and Installation

Team Electronics — Janesville, WI

(608) 756-3159 — www.teamjvl.com

Providing all your technology needs for both home and business.
Car audio/video installations, remote car starters and alarms,
computer sales and service

(Dell, Apple, IBM, HP).

Great pricing; top quality;

professional, knowledgeable,

and experienced sales staff.

10% Off Car Starters and Alarms
(installed by Team Electronics)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

SpoonsFul of Love — Durand, IL — (815) 248-2300
Gourmet foods and specialties, spices and jams, housewares,
cookbooks, unique culinary and craft programs; “Give Us This Day”
Program.

10% Off In-Store Items

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Shady Tree Floral — Beloit, WI - (608) 365-6670
Floral shop specializing in fresh-cut flowers, house plants, silks;
weddings and funerals.

10% Off (not valid on wire orders)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

For a listing of current deals,
visit www.rock.coop.
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Annual Testing of Private Wells
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The Rock County Health
Department is urging well
owners to test their drinking
water annually or whenever
they notice a change in the
taste or odor of their water.

Municipalities  regularly
test drinking water supplies
to ensure safety, but it’s the
responsibility of private well
owners to have their well
water tested.

Rock County has about
13,000 private wells,
most are not tested for
coliform bacteria or nitrates
on an annual basis.

Based on past results,

but

about one in six Rock County
wells tested for bacteria are
unsafe, while one out of
four are unsafe due to high
nitrates. These contaminants
can cause negative health
effects in people who drink
the water.

Nitrate tests are especially
recommended if pregnant
women or infants younger
than 6 months live in the
household.

Test Kkits are available
from the Rock County Health
Department. Each test costs
$22. For more information,
call (608) 757-5440.



